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B E ST | David (Year 3) as Captain Hook in

BEDEORDSHIRE ASIXTEEN Theatre Company’s production of
SCHOOLS TRUST Peter Pan
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Message from the Headteachers

Dear Families,

What a wonderful Spring term we've had at Castle Newnham! It feels like the school is all round a more
positive place as we embrace the longer days and the promise of warmer weather.

As the daffodils begin to bloom and the sun shines a little brighter, we are also looking ahead to a busy
and exciting Summer term including class assemblies in Primary and Sports Days for the whole school as
well as many trips across all year groups. Of course, as we move further into the term, our focus will also
turn towards assessments. These are an important part of the academic year, providing valuable
feedback for both pupils and teachers to support future learning. We will be ensuring that pupils are
well-prepared and supported in the lead-up to these assessments, and we encourage them to continue
working hard and seeking help from their teachers when needed.

Both of us were absolutely captivated by our recent Year 3 & 4 production of Peter Pan! The talent and
dedication of our pupils, both on and off stage, was truly remarkable. From the impressive performances
to the intricate set design and seamless technical work, it was a testament to the hard work and

collaboration within our school community. Congratulations to all involved — you should be incredibly
proud of yourselves!

We are incredibly proud of the positive and proactive attitude we see from our pupils and the
tremendous work of our staff. Let's continue to work together to make the most of this school year,
embracing both the challenges and the opportunities that lie ahead.

Wishing you all a lovely Easter Break!

Kal Edwards Sara Levesley
Headteacher - Primary Headteacher - Secondary

Thavk You!

We're saying a fond farewell to Mollie McAteer, Primary Class
Teacher, who's moving on to a new school at the end of term. We're
excited to welcome Esther Richardson to the Year 3 team. We're
also saying goodbye to Aisha Johnson-Dass, Primary Teaching
Assistant, and sending best wishes to Amy Scott, Head of Secondary
Classics, and Holly Baker, Primary Teacher, as they begin their
maternity leave this Easter.

Hﬁr

{




Monthly Matters.

March 2025

Chair of Governor News

Dear Families

| am writing to let you know that at the end of this term | will
be stepping down as Chair of Governors and leaving the
Governing Body altogether at the end of the Summer term. |
will be succeeded by my colleague Helen Ryan. | have been
involved with the Governance of the school in some way for
nearly thirteen years. In that time | have overseen or been
involved with many exciting developments including Castle
Lower and Newnham Middle joining as a federation and the

most recent transition into BEST.
It has been an exceptionally interesting and dynamic position to hold. My motivation through all of this
has been to ensure that all our stakeholders - governors, parents, families, pupils and staff have a school
to be proud of and which delivers high quality education based on the values of our local community

Thank you for all your support and | am confident that | leave you in good hands under Helen's guidance.

Kind regards,
Tom Barwood

Dear Families

| have been a Castle Newnham governor since Autumn 2022 and it is a great privilege to now become
Chair of the Board. | love being part of and serving this local community and can often be seen in a high viz
jacket manning ‘School Street’ or involved in children’s and young people’s activities at Christ Church. My
now adult daughter was part of the first GCSE cohort at Castle
Newnham, benefitting hugely from the education and wider
opportunities it offered. | have worked in education for over 30
years, including 12 years as a Primary Headteacher in Bedford
Borough. Beyond all that, | love to cook, read, travel and change
the colour of my hair!

| look forward to working more closely with Mrs Edwards, Mrs
Levesley and the wider school leadership and to meeting more of
you over the coming terms.

Kind regards,
Helen Ryan
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Absolutely fantastic idea!
Kids had the opportunity
to celebrate their mums,

express love and
appreciation in a
collective and creative
environment.

Mothers and Others Event

On Friday 28th March, we invited Mothers (and others!) into school to complete
crafting activities alongside their children. It was a fantastic day and so lovely to
see so many people in school. We have had some lovely feedback as well as
some thoughts on how we can improve events like this in the future.

“Really enjoyed the event. It was a
pleasure to be able to join my little ones
class. Made me feel more connected to
the school and to my child”

“It was a really lovely morning and
afternoon. Such a great event!”
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World Book Day

Across the primary phase we
celebrated World Book Day in a number
of ways: children were asked to dress
as a character from a book that they
have read either this year orin a
previous year group and the results
were fantastic. Many classes were also
lucky to either have a story read to
them, or take part in a workshop with
illustrator and author David Litchfield.

In secondary, pupils read Ray
Bradbury's short story, The Veldt, which
sparked thought-provoking discussions
on the dangers of artificial intelligence.

Adding to the fun, staff embraced the
spirit of the day by dressing up as
different adjectives—from sporty to
sleepy and even sensational! Pupils
took on the challenge of a quiz, trying
to guess as many adjectives as possible
based on the staff’'s costumes.
Congratulations to 9CR, who emerged
victorious with their keen eye for detail!
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Duke of Edinburgh Award: Bronze

43 Pupils participated in their

Bronze training walk. It was a
tough 2 days for all, where they
have learnt to cook on stoves, put
up tents and also navigate around
the countryside. After Easter, we
will be going on their qualifying
expedition.

VISI: e PINEAgpLE DANCE STUDIOS

_— = S — [ T

34 secondary pupils went to r— ; i
Pineapple Dance Studios, London. A ,r'f;r";-‘ - ek .? o0

All pupils participated in a
contemporary dance workshop and
a commercial dance workshop
both led by industry professionals.
It was great to see the pupils in one
of the world’s most famous dance
studios.
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PETER PAN

Congratulations to the Year 3
and 4 cast and crew of Peter

Pan, who performed to four sell

out audiences, as well as some
in school performances to Year
3,4 and 5.
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Under 11 Netball tournament
Our Year 6 Netball Team competed in a local Under 11 Netball Tournament hosted by
Bedford Girls School. The pupils played excellently and showcased some fantastic
passing, shooting and defending. The pupils managed to win three games, draw one
game and lost two - following these results we finished in 7th place out of the
fourteen entered teams. Well done to all those involved in the tournament!

Sports Festivals Year 1to 4
120 Pupils from Year 1 to 4 have been lucky enough to experience and attend one of
our Multi-Sport Competitions, held by the School Sports Partnership, in the last few
weeks. The children took part in activities including dance, invasion games, sports hall
athletics, inclusive activities and scoreball. All the children demonstrated the School
Games values throughout their trip and when they returned to school there were lots
of smiling faces!

Year 5 and 6 Flag Football Tournament
10 Pupils attended their first ever Flag Football competition. This sport is American
Football without the contact. They played four games in the group stages, winning
two and losing two. We progressed into the quarter-finals and unfortunately lost to
the eventual winners. Everyone had a really enjoyable time and there is lots to look
forward to!

Sports Hall Athletics County Finals
All 3 of our girls teams attended this event at the start of the half term. Our Year 9
and 10 pupils narrowly missed out on a medal finishing 4th. Our Year 8 pupils finished
9th and our standout performers were our Year 7 team who finished 2nd. Well done
everyone!

Year 7 Boys Rugby Tournament
We took Year 7 pupils to their first rugby tournament. It was a tough day for the
pupils where they lost all their matches but they finished the day in high spirits.
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Year 8 Boys Football
An excellent season for the team. Six games played, three won, one draw and two
defeats. The pupils have played exceptionally well and it has been great to see their
progress throughout the 6 matches.

Year 9 Boys Football
A tough group for the Year 9 team has seen us lose all of our 4 matches. The pupils
have worked extremely hard throughout and we cannot fault their efforts. Next year
should see them in a more competitive league. A real bonus is that we have used 20
players throughout the four games.

Girls Football Festival
We attended the Let Girls Play Football Festival at Biddenham. The pupils who took
part where mixed up in teams with Anya and Erin on the winning team at the end of
the festival.

Year 7 and 8 Girls Football tournament
16 Girls attend where we had a Year 7 team and a Year 8 team. Our Year 7 girls

performed the best by finishing in 6th place out of 18 teams. Well done girls!

Year 9 & 10 Girls Futsal County Finals
Our pupils competed at the County finals and ended up 4th on goal difference,
narrowly missing out on a medal. They played really well and the standard of the
competition was very high. Well done to all involved.

Year 7 & 8 Netball
This year has seen us enter an A and a B team for both Year 7 and 8 Netball. It is
fantastic to see so many girls wanting to play for the school team. We have
competed well in all of our matches this season in both the district league and also
the district tournament. Our Year 7 pupils continue to impress as they finished 3rd in
the tournament, missing out on 2nd place on goal difference! We look forward to
what the future holds.

REXEESRORTNURDATE
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Excellence in Science

This year marked Castle Newnham's first entry to international
Chemistry Olympiad Competition. Designed to challenge and
inspire, the UK Chemistry Olympiad (UKChO) is a unique
opportunity for students to push themselves further and excel
in the chemistry field. Participating in this competition will
support pupils in accessing the highest quality STEM courses for
their further education.

Castle Newnham entered five Year 11 pupils who have consistently achieved excellence in
their chemistry GCSE and as a school we wanted to offer them the opportunity to
compete in this challenge, usually only by private schools in Bedfordshire.

While all five pupils rose to the challenge, two pupils have managed to qualify for a
bronze award, which only 1/3 of all pupils who entered managed to achieve, most of
which are current A level pupils.

Congratulations to Filip T, Ben A, Bilal S, Arbri M and Leo H on taking the opportunity to
take part and a special mention for Leo and Filip who qualified for a Bronze Award.

Science Week

Science Week was based on the theme ‘Change
and Adapt’. In primary, all year groups from Early
Years to Year 6 took part in activities based on
the theme. One activity was to make a poster
based on the theme. Some of these will be
entered into a national competition with
possible prizes for both the school and
individuals.

In secondary, pupils also took part in activities
based around the ‘Adapt and Change’ theme.
Pupils entered 2 competitions, one to design a
labcoat based around how the development in
robotics could help in areas of daily life and one
to design a new device to improve air quality,
after learning from the COVID pandemic. Key
stage 3 pupils also looked at how animals are
adapted for their environment and were
challenged to design their own animal!
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Year 3 PTA funded ceramic workshop

Year 3 pupils made ceramic dragon eyes this month with Miss Haddon. Linked to their
Shang Dynasty topic, they featured shiny eyeballs and textured scales!

PRIMARY SPONSORED READ

£2,560.93 raised
HOUSE POINTS

31,018 30,926 30,604
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Having read the story of Jack and the Beanstalk we really enjoyed

getting to see and use a real life harp just like the Giant's. A parent of
one of our children brought in her harp to show us and we joined in
with playing and singing. We loved joining in with the interactive story,
meeting Disney characters along the way. It was really fun guessing the
character from the music and joining in with singing.

starting bakery =3 CAST L E
S | NEWNHAM
IN THE NEWS

A nchool has cieated its very own bakery to sell caloes and breads drect 1o a
fafes shop o help develop children's real-lils buiandis skills.
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It’s that time of year again! Please see the poster below for all the info on this
year’s CNS Fest. If you or your child would like to take part in the event by
running a stall, please email cnperformingarts@bestacademies.org.uk

£3 Adult | Children Free

LIVE MUSIC | FOOD | BAR

FACE PAINTING | BOUNCY CASTLE AND LOTS MORE!

North Site

Hollands
Smith
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BEST appoints new Chief Operating Ofticer

-
e

We are pleased to announce that Mark Liddiard has been appointed as Chief Operating Officer
(COO) of the Bedfordshire Schools Trust.

Mark is currently a Senior Development Manager at The Football Association, where he has
held a variety of roles in grassroots football over the last 24 years.

He is a long-standing governor at local schools, including being the current Chair of Governors
at Robert Bloomfield Academy, and is also a Central Bedfordshire Councillor.

Mark was appointed following a two-day interview and selection process last month.

BEST Chief Executive Officer Dr Alan Lee said: “We are delighted to appoint Mark to be our
next COO, following a rigorous recruitment process, and | look forward to him joining our trust.
Mark particularly impressed us with his passion for education, commitment to the community
and a proven record of hard work and delivery.”

Mark said: “In my governance role at Robert Bloomfield | am already deeply rooted in the
ethos and values of BEST, and | am delighted to be offered the opportunity to now waork with
all at the trust to support our young people. “I have a long-standing passion for education,
which is often the gateway to widening the range of opportunities for young people to succeed
in life.”

Mark will succeed Craig Smith, who is retiring at the end of the academic year after eight years
in the post.

Mark will join BEST in June and will work together with Craig for the second half of the summer
term to ensure a smooth handover.

Craig said: “This is a strong appointment for BEST and I'm really pleased to be handing over the
baton to Mark.

“Being invested in our communities is a core value that runs right through BEST. As a trust we
are always keen to continue strengthening our community links and | am sure Mark, with his
knowledge and connections in the area, will drive this forward over the coming years.”
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